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Influencing Factors for Students and Parents in Applying for Admission
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ABSTRACT

ARTICLE INFO

Background and Objectives: Scientific and technological advances
have rapidly transformed both society and the economy as well as the
educational sector responsible for producing a quality workforce. The
Thai workforce is currently challenged by relatively low rates of
higher education. In response to physician shortages, especially in
rural areas, Suranaree University of Technology (SUT) has
established its medical program. However, recent data shows a
concerning trend with medical student enrollment declining by 4.41%
in 2020. This study aimed to survey prospective students and their
parents about what they, as consumers of education, favored from the
university’s Bachelor of Medicine program, while factors influencing
their decision-making process were examined.

Methodology: This mixed-methods research was conducted during
the admissions process of the 2021 academic year. Data was collected
from 44 students who received admission rights to the Bachelor of
Medicine program and 32 parents during a parents' meeting in October
2021. The research instruments were questionnaires for both students
and parents, which were validated by three experts (I0OC > 0.60) and
tested for reliability (Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient > 0.80). Data
analysis employed descriptive statistics including frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation for quantitative data, while
qualitative suggestions were analyzed using content analysis with
successive approximation approach.

Main Results: Most students were female (77.3%). The majority
were admitted through the portfolio round (65.9%) and selected SUT
as their first-choice institution (75.0%). Regarding communication
channels, parents preferred annual parent meetings (59.4%) and
semesterly letters (68.8%). Information sessions about the medical
program significantly increased parents' familiarity with and
confidence in SUT's Institute of Medicine. For student decision-
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making, university image factors ranked highest, specifically
technological prominence (73 points), knowledgeable faculty (73
points), available teaching equipment (68 points), and modern
classrooms/laboratories (64 points). Parents prioritized proximity to
home (84 points) followed by expert faculty (46 points) and teaching
excellence (36 points). Both students and parents rated attitudes
toward medical education, university image, and curriculum as highly
influential factors, while personal reasons had minimal influence.
Discussions: The findings align with decision-making concepts
featuring external factors (institutional information) and internal
factors (attitudes, motivations) along with stages of recognizing needs
and gathering information before deciding. Students and parents
demonstrated awareness of their requirements, as evidenced by
improved understanding scores after information sessions. Their
priorities echo previous studies showing institutional readiness, career
security, and teaching quality as key decision factors, while personal
recommendations were less impactful. Unlike some international
studies, having medical professionals as parents did not negatively
influence motivation to study medicine in this Thai context.
Conclusions: Factors influencing the selection of the Bachelor of
Medicine program at SUT include technological prominence, faculty
expertise, modern facilities, professionally oriented curriculum with
community outreach, and proximity to hometown. The university
should develop curricula emphasizing professional training and
community service while enhancing its technological strengths.
Improved communication about these strengths and organized
informational activities for high school students are recommended.
Future research should explore in-depth motivational factors
throughout students’ time of enrollment, factors affecting the selection
of other health science fields, and comparisons between expectations
and reality for medical students at SUT.

*Corresponding author
E-mail address: areerat.si@sut.ac.th
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Table 1.  Characteristics of the Students, Opinions about Parents’ Communication, and Results of

Receiving Curriculum Information

318019 (Characteristics) 1IN (No.) %
o INf (Gender)
- 919 (Male) 10 22.7
- ¥iyd (Female) 34 77.3

o Qﬁa"um (Hometown)

- UATTIFAN (Nakhon Ratchasima) 7 159

- wEqu]ﬁ (Chaiyaphum) 10 22.7
= 4

- 13548 (Buriram) 7 159
a 4 .

- §3UNT (Surin) 15 34.1

- BU 9 (Others) 5 11.4

oY A Yo v A Y =X .
o ﬁ1ﬂ‘lelli’N‘lalﬂi‘i’ll’lﬂ5‘Uﬂ]iﬂﬂ!ﬁi’)ﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ] (Order of Children

in a Iamily)

- YyasAUN 1 (First) 14 43.8
- YA3AUN 2 (Second) 13 40.6
- Y@3AUN 3 (Third) 5 15.6

o m%wmmé’ﬂnmm (Parent’s Occupation)

- SU519MS (Public servant) 17 53.2
- WHNUUTENAONFU (Company employee) 5 15.6
- I91UBIFINV/AIUY (Self-employed/Merchant) 8 25.0
- 'ﬁ'u 9] (Others) 2 6.2

U A AN o Y = ..
o TUMINA@dNNUYUMVIANYT (Round of Admission)

- wosa1Wale (Portfolio) 29 65.9
- Taa1 (Quota) 10 22.7
- SUASY NEANN. (COTMES) 5 11.4
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MS51aN 1. (99)

Table 1. (Cont.)

5185 (Characteristics) UIU(No.) %

o MAUMSsIEeNMNBEMUNNEManIUMMNA UNa. (Ranking of decision for

admission to Doctor of Medicine degree, SUT)

v
v A

- a1AUN 1 (First) 33 75.0
- 191N 2 (Second) 4 9.1
- geun 3 'l (Third and more) 7 15.9

4 U o W d
¢ °ﬁaemem5ﬁﬂﬁie%aminumunﬁmuwmmam (Channels
of Communication with Institute of Medicine, SUT)

" m5Uszaudinaseq (Parents’ meeting)

Y
- oA 1 A33 (Once per trimester) 5 15.6
» y
- Yaz 1 AT (Once per year) 19 59.4
Y Y
- AOUVUFUAALNUAZADUILMIANYYNOUIUMTANE 8 25.0

(Before clinical year and graduation/ Before graduation)

" A1589991N8 (Letter)

Y
- oA 1 A33 (Once per trimester) 22 68.8
» y
-Yag 1 59 (Once per year) 8 25.0
Y Y
- AOUVUTUAALNUALADUIUMIANYYNOUIUMITANH 2 6.2

(Before clinical year and graduation/ Before graduation)
Yo Y d' U = v VU A . .
o ms"lm‘uf'hmaymnmnunmsﬂumngmuwmmamummm UNna. (Mean+SD.) (Receiving
Curriculum Information about the Institute of Medicine, SUT (Mean+SD.))

Y] @

o a 7 . .
. ﬂ1i§%ﬂﬁ1uﬂ’l%1llw1ﬂﬁlﬁ1ﬁ@li UNT. (Knowing the Institute

of Medicine)
- AZUUUNOUNS eﬁ'mga (Before receiving the information) 5.50+2.000
- ﬂxuuuwﬁaﬁﬁaga (After receiving the information) 8.09+1.573

< = ) 9 = Ao o a ¢ .
u ﬂ3111%“1%1/]5]3114‘]4@]5??@11!!%1?”“&11V]ﬁ1uﬂ3%1llw1/]8ﬂ1ﬁ@]§ UN. (Confidence to let children
enroll to the Institute of Medicine, SUT)
- ﬂxuuuﬁauﬁq%ga (Before receiving the information) 7.67+1.341

- ATUUUYA. Qﬁﬂeﬁj@u‘]a (After receiving the information) 9.38+0.793
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Table 2.  First 10 Requirements of Parents and Students Influencing Decision-Making of Enrollment to

Institute of Medicine, SUT

UAY  ANNABINIsVBIHNSHUazHUnnseq g AZUUUIIN

(Rank) (Requirements of Parents and Students) (Category) (Score)

ANUAAN UV INITIY (Students’ requirements)

a o Aa 1 Y = o t4 a @
1 NW”I’J‘V]El1f1fl‘ﬂllﬂ?ﬂlliﬂﬂmuﬂ1uﬁ/]ﬂjuiaﬂ NMNANHUVDIUN1INY1DY 73
(Outstanding in technology) (University’s image)
2 wnidnerdelineinsdimnaaziinnul  amdnseiveswnineds 73
(e 19 (Talented and knowledgeable teachers) (University’s image)
a v A J ~ A~ (% t4 a (%
3 Ur1INea EliJQ“lJﬂﬁfl!ﬂ'liLﬁEJUﬂWﬁﬁfJuVIiJﬂ'NﬂJ MNANHUYDIUN1INGIDY 68
3oy (Availability of teaching equipment) (University’s image)

12



Suranaree Journal of Social Science, Vol. 19, No. 2 (2025), 259714

M1519N 2.

Table 2.

(719)

(Cont.)

W

Hay

(Order)

Y v A Y
ﬂ31Nﬂ03ﬂ1§ﬂlﬂﬁuﬂliﬁlu!m$@.ﬂﬂﬂi@\i

(Requirements of Parents and Students)

Y
AU

(Category)

ASUUUIIN

(Score)

4

10

a v A Y = Y a oA d'
NWT'JTIEJ”IE]ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂliﬂullﬂzﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬁﬂ”ﬁ‘ﬂ
NUANY (Adequate number of classrooms and

modern labs)

WANFATTUN A AU NTNIAZMT00N
¥4 ¥ U (Curriculum that focuses on
professional  practices and community

outreach)

a v Ax J 9 =
111(?17]1/]81?1EJ‘V]Nﬂ?WNIﬂﬂLﬂHﬂWHﬂ”ﬁﬁﬂuﬂ”ﬁ
@®U (Outstanding in teaching and learning)
UKIINe1aeNaNINIIAdENTUTY LAY
#8974 (Natural environment of the campus)
9 v A < 9 o Y A
Hinasesvesiniowduguuzirlviaen
= .

1581 (Parents’ suggestion)
UN1INeId el NUATUaYUNITANY
(University’s scholarship)

a v o Aad =
UM1INYIQYUDITINUFDLTIINIUIU (Well

established public university)

mmﬁmﬁwméﬂnmm (Parents’ requirements)

1

agj“lﬂé’ﬂ’m (Close to hometown)

a v A s A Y A
HUTINYGIRTUAUTINTINUAITN JLTBYIVITY
(Competent and knowledgeable teachers)

a [ 1 9 =}
NﬁTWIEﬂﬁElllﬂ'ﬂiJIﬂﬂLﬂuﬂ1uﬂ13liEluﬂ1ﬁ
79U (Outstanding in teaching and learning)

a o o Aad o
HHIINYIAYUBITINUF BT YIUIUIU (Well
established public university)

o s
11u‘lﬂ‘IUﬂUﬁJé}ﬂ’J”IiJﬁ”IiJ”Iﬁﬂ"lJ’fNﬂilﬂi]”lifJ

(Confidence in teachers’ abilities)

MNANHAUDINHIINGSY

(University’s image)

nangas (Curriculum)

MNANYIVRINHIINSE
(University’s image)
MNANYRIVRINIINSE
(University’s image)
IMANATIUAD (Personal
reason)

nangas (Curriculum)

MNANHAUDINHIINGSY

(University’s image)

NeruaddouNng una.
(Attitude toward Institute of
Medicine, SUT)

MNANHAIVOIWNINNSY
(University’s image)
MNANHIvOIWNINNTY
(University’s image)
MNENYIVBINIINSE
(University’s image)

NAUARAOUNNG UNa.
(Attitude toward Institute of
Medicine, SUT)

64

53

46

37

37

35

25

84

46

36

33

31

13



Suranaree Journal of Social Science, Vol. 19, No. 2 (2025), 259714
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