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Trends in Needs for Graduates in Management
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the trend in needs for graduates in management, present
situation of graduates in management currently produced from academi institutions in
Thailand and the trend in the development of academic programs in management in academic
institutions overseas. The research found that there have been surplus in quantity of graduates
in management. However, most enterprises still have shortage of qualified graduates in
management. At present, management programs mostly offered by academic institutions in
Thailand are Marketing, General Management and Finance in respective order. Most
management programs currently offered by leading academic institutions overseas are
Accounting, Business Management and Finance in respective order. The result of the
interviews found that the disciplines most needed for management graduates are Accounting,
Marketing and Human Resource Management in order of preference by most industrial
enterprises. In addition to that, there were suggestion for new disciplines namely specific business
management, logistic management and entrepreneurship management. The competencies in
hard skills most required of graduates in management are English skills, followed by thinking
skills and professional or practical skills. Other soft skills needed in respective order are positive
attitudes and adaptability, persistence and leadership skills. Those competencies are all major
weaknesses of existing graduates in management. Trends of newly developed management
programs both in Thailand and overseas are integrating foreign languages and ICT into their
new management programs more, focusing on specific business areas, practical experiences,
multidisplinary and corresponding to market needs.
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