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ABSTRACT

The linguistic relativity hypothesis mainly focuses on the relationship between language and cognition. Its
main idea is that speakers of different languages tend to think differently. In contrast, speakers of languages with
grammatical similarities tend to apply identical worldview. The present study aimed at investigating the linguistic
relativity hypothesis by analyzing the relationship between tense in English and time concept of Thai-English bilinguals.
A memory task was used to study the effect of language on cognition. The results showed that the bilinguals with
high English proficiency tended to perform better in time memorizing task than those with basic and intermediate

proficiencies. The results of this study indicate that language influences thought.

KEYWORDS : Linguistic relativity hypothesis, Tense, Cognition, Bilinguals
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