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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to analyze the part of speech, the function and the meaning of /nay/ from Sukhothai
period up to the present. Data used is randomly selected from prose writing documents in six periods, namely,
Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, the reigns of King Rama | - IV, the reigns of King Rama V - VI, the reign of King Rama IX
- 1982, and the period of 1983 - the present (2014). Data were analyzed by lexicase - dependency grammar,
pragmatic and discourse function, and noun feathers, respectively. The research findings show that /nay/ occurred

in the reign of King Rama | - IV as an adjective first, and then was also used as a noun and an adverb. Regarding
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its function, /nay/ functioned as an indefiniteness expression first, and then as an inferrogative expression and a

discourse marker. Regarding its meaning, /nay/ meant 'non-referent and indefinite' first, and then 'referent and

indefinite', 'referent and definite', 'however and 'moreover are also found.

KEYWORDS: Diachronic study, /nay/
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