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ABSTRACT

One common practice to convey politeness is through the use of indirect speech acts, by which the form
of the utterance differs from the infended meaning of the speakers. The current study aims at studying the forms
and functions of the indirect speech acts of standard Thai speakers with different social statuses. A questionnaire
was employed to collect data for analysis from 30 standard Thai native speakers in Bangkok Metropolis. The results
reveal different forms of indirect speech acts, namely, declarative, interrogative and imperative forms. In addition,
it is also found that the indirect speech acts are intended to function both as showing politeness and impoliteness.
When being used in a conversation between equal participants, indirect speech acts mostly function to show
impoliteness. In contrast, when being used by a speaker whose status is lower than that of an addressee, the indirect

speech acts tend to show politeness instead.
KEYWORDS : Indirect speech act, Politeness, Social status, Standard Thai
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