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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to develop and validate a causal relationship model of learning with
happiness based on educational reform for students ofSantirat Vocational College.Thesample, obtained by stratified
random sampling, consisted of 335 students in the academic year 2011. A questionnaire was used to collect data
on the factors affecting learning with happiness. The involved factors were the characteristics of teachers, the
characteristics of friends, the characteristics ofparents,the characteristics of students, the quality of instruction,
andlearning with happiness. The research findings could be concluded that the model was in line with empirical data
with all goodness of fit indices satisfying the required criteria ()(2 =54.78, df=82, p=1.00, GFI=0.99, AGFI=0.98, RMR=0.01,
RMSEA=0.00).All factors in themodel could explain the variance of learning with happiness for 78 percent. The factor
that had the most direct effect on learning with happinesswas the quality of instruction, to be followed bythe
characteristics of teachers,the characteristics of students, the characteristics of friends, and the characteristics of
parents, respectively.The factorthat had the most indirecteffect on learning with happinesswas the characteristics of

teachers,to be followed by the characteristics ofparents.The factor that had the highest overall effect on learning

with happiness was the characteristics of teachers.

KEYWORDS : causal relationship model, learning with happiness, vocational education, educational reform
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