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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the attitudes of the executives of companies registered in the Stock
Exchange of Thailand toward the roles and duty of the internal audit agency. This research studied only the
companies listed in the Stock Exchange of Thailand that were located in Bangkok Metropolis (not including the
group of listed companies that were not qualified by rules of operation improvement, medium enterprises, funds, and
estate funds). The research instrument was a questionnaire which was sent to the Chief Executive Officers (CEO's) of
340 companies.

From the 238 questionnaires that were returned, it was found that 80.90 percent of company CEO's who
were respondents were males; 46.80 percent of them were of 51 - 60 years of age; 68.10 percent of them had master's
degrees; 45.20 percent of them graduated in the field of business administration; and 62.20 percent of them had
been in the current position for more than 10 years. The company CEO's aftitudes were at the high level toward
each of the three components of roles and duty of the internal audit agency, namely, the work performance of
the internal auditors, the characteristics of the agency, and the characteristics of work performance activities.

The research findings showed that company CEO's with different personal characteristics factors of gender,
age, educational level, and graduate field differed significantly in their aftitudes toward the roles and duty of the
internal auditing agency. However, no significant difference was found between attitudes of company CEO's with
different work durations. Also, aftitudes of company CEO's toward the roles and duty of the internal auditing agency
were significantly different based on characteristics of business, i.e. type of business, and characteristics of the internal
auditing unit of the company, with the exception of the size of business, the number of personnel in the internal

auditing unit, and the line of command of the internal auditing unit.

KEYWORDS : Roles and duty of internal audit agency
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