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TWO DECADES OF PAK MOON DAM PROBLEM CASE, UBONRATCHATHANI PROVINCE: LESSON
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ABSTRACT

During the past two decades, the case of constructing a dam closing the mouth of Mun River has been
a conflict problem in management of natural resources and environment that still cannot be resolved. While each
government in the past tried to find ways in solving the problem and remunerate the people for their daomages
caused by the dam, it seems that the occurred problem still persist up to the present time. Especially, the problems
concerning petitions of the villagers have changed in accordance with the ever-changing context of the society.
The petition issues of the people since the beginning of dam construction are the following: construction of Pak
Moon Dam has caused the destruction of natural cycles of the surrounding environment; the physical characteristics
of the dam obstructs the up and down river migration of fish resulting in the decrease of both the quantity and
kinds of fish that villagers have caught; and construction of the dam results in the permanent destruction of the
ecological system of both banks of the river which are the sources of indigenous plants, local food and herbal
medicine. The above-mentioned impacts cause large numbers of the local villagers to migrate out and seek jobs
elsewhere leading to social problems. The above-mentioned historical events concerning the construction of Pak
Moon Dam causes the movement of the people sector or the movement of the community-people sector to
demand for their rights in their own community from the past up to the present fime.

Especially, the main issue is that the existence of Pak Moon Dam has caused the phenomenon of the
people's movement concretely that has never occurred before. It can be said that the case of Pak Moon Dam is the
conflict problem on natural resources that is the most long-lasting between the government and the people sector.

The lost resolution during the AphisithVetchachiva Government results in two main conclusions:  Firstly, the
dam gates are to be opened year-long. Secondly, villaogers affected by the impacts of the dam throughout the
20 years period are to be remunerated. This resolution will result in recovering of the ecological system, way of life,
and fish species in the Mun River. However, the issues sfill wait for the actions of the new government led by the
first female prime minister of Thailand, Mrs. YinglakChinnawat, to tackle the remaining problems.

This artficle is an analysis fo obtain lessons concerning the context of creating the existence of the people's
movement and to present the weakness of every government in solving the problems, and the viewpoints of the

people concerning the core motivation for solving Pak Moon Dam problems concretely. In conclusion, the Pak
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Moon dam case is the classic conflict case between people in communities and the Government.If we recognize

the revolution of the movement, we can enlighten the new people movement in the present and in the future.

KEYWORDS : Civil movement, People sectorpolitics, Environmental conflict resolution
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