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The Comparison Between the Lexical Definition Used in the Thai Dictionary
of the Royal Institute 2011 and the Lao Dictionary of the National Science
Council 2012°

Nawon Jeon®", Siriwan Nantachantoon?, Puttachat Potibal®
12 Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University

® Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare lexical definitions between Thai and Lao
dictionaries. The framework of the study included the information collected from every alphabet
category from the Thai Dictionary of the Royal Institute, 2011 with a total of 11,654 words and the
Lao Dictionary of the National Science Council, 2012 with a total of 12,155 words. The results of the
research revealed 5 types of lexical definition in both Thai and Lao. In this study, only the 3™ type
of definition, or a combination method between Thai and Lao, was presented as it was found that
this type was the most used out of the 5 types. This 3'* type was used in Thai for 32 forms. Whereas,
in Lao, this 3 type was used in 24 forms. There were 7 similarities found between the lexical
definition of Thai and Lao. However, there were 27 differences in lexical definition found in Thai,

whereas, there were 17 differences found in Lao.

Keywords: Comparison, Definition, Thai, Lao, Dictionary

" This article is part of the Doctor of Philosophy Thesis on A Comparative Study of Words in the Royal
Institute Dictionary, B.E. 2554 and the Lao Dictionary of the National Academy of Social Sciences, A.D.
2012., Department of Thai Language Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.
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(syllabification) A15a319AlnLaNTINAENA (word derivation) AMTWBIAINNUE (synonym) ATNUTENDU

(illustration) uillevndeyavesrdni
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