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Abstract

This article aims to review literature to examine and synthesize concepts and research
studies related to community-based tourism (CBT) in order to indicate whether community-based
tourism is an opportunity or obstacle of sustainable tourism development. The contents of the
article will consist of concepts of community- based tourism management, the situation of
community- based tourism in Thailand, the opportunities of community- based tourism, the
challenges and obstacles of community- based tourism, and the direction for sustainable
development of community-based tourism so that people in the community and policy makers will
be aware of the suitability of the community development for tourism in accordance with the
changing situations, especially in the issues that cause negative impact to the community more than
the positive impact that the community will receive. If there is no review of the development, the
results may be that the community may lose its real self-identity, the tourism resources or the good
customs and tradition of the community may be destroyed on a continuous basis, as well as the
emigration of people in the original community out of the community. This article will be proposing
development directions for adaptation and readiness preparation for the changing trends of

communities that can be truly inherited on the basis of sustainable development.

Keywords: community-based tourism, sustainable development
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