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Abstract

This research aims to study (1) the proposals for local government amalgamation reforms
during the period of Thailand’s National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO); and (2) the roles of all
involved sectors responsive to the proposals for local government amalgamation reforms during the
period of Thailand’s NCPO. This research was a qualitative research using documentary research and
interviews with 15 key informants. The study applied the concepts of bureaucratic policy,
decentralization, local government amalgamation, interest groups, and policy networks to be the
framework for study. After that, the data were summarized and interpreted in the process of content
analysis. The results of the study showed that (1) while the details of proposals for local government
reforms made by different groups of the Committee on Local Government under the rule of the
NCPO differ in details, the main principles of the proposals are similar, i.e. to merge all subdistrict
administration organizations nationwide and promote them to the status of municipalities; and
(2) the sectors and actors who supported the proposals attempted to highlight reasons and necessity
for the amalgamation of local government organizations with the argument that it would increase
the efficiency of these bodies to provide public services to local populations; meanwhile, those who
opposed the proposals mobilized and made demands in different ways such as large meetings,
petitions and consultations with important members of the government. The role of both sides in
supporting and opposing the proposals for the amalgamation of local government organizations
reflected a power struggle between the bureaucratic state and local government bodies. However,
any of the proposals put forward by the two sides still have not been implemented in local

government in Thailand to this date.

Keyword: Local government reform, National Council for Peace and Order, Local government

organization amalgamation
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