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Abstract

“Hia” or the monitor lizard, often considered by most Thais as an inauspicious animal, has
been found through archaeological and historical evidence to have once been regarded as a sacred
creature in ancient rain-calling ceremonies. It symbolized fertility, much like fish, crabs, and shrimp.
Later, during the late Ayutthaya period, people migrated and established communities in the
southern estuary region of Samut Prakan province, naming the area “Bang Hia” because it was a
coastal wetland home to a large population of monitor lizards, as well as an abundance of aquatic
animals. However, by the Rattanakosin period, myths, beliefs, and societal understandings shifted
with time, and the status of the monitor lizard changed, taking on a negative connotation. The word
Hia” became a derogatory term, symbolizing corruption and degradation. As a result, the cultural
landscape of Bang Hia was altered, and the community’s name was changed to Khlong Dan,
reflecting the prevailing beliefs of that era. In response, the author proposes an Interactive Art
activity, utilizing art as a medium to encourage audience participation. This activity connects
participants to explore and express their perspectives on the relationship between the community
and monitor lizards, as well as the cultural narratives tied to the local history of Bang Hia. Moreover,
the activity challenges the prevailing myths and negative images of the community by providing a

space for participants to actively engage, question, and reinterpret these traditional ideas.

Keywords: Hia, Mythologies, Interactive Art, Awareness, Bang Hia
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