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Abstract

The project, Assessing Thai Parliament by Inter-Parliamentary Union
Criteria, was evaluation research that aimed at measuring the effectiveness
and efficiency of Thai parliament. The study was conducted and based on the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) framework to assess the work of parliaments in
six areas, namely, 1) the representativeness of parliament, 2) parliamentary
oversight over the executive, 3) parliament's legislative capacity, 4) transparency
and accessibility of parliament, 5) the accountability of parliament, and
6) parliament's involvement in international policy. The study covers assessing
24" Thai parliament’s performance (2013), comparing performance between
23 (2011) and 24" (2013) Thai parliament, and comparing performance
between members of the house of representative and senators of Thai
parliament (2013).

The process used for assessing Thai parliament was both qualitative
and quantitative study which were divided into two parts according to the
main target groups, encompassing the assessment of Thai parliament in terms

of six areas according to the IPU pattern, and another assessment by means of
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questionnaires to gauge the opinions of the public towards parliament in
terms of representativeness, relations, satisfaction, and trust. Data for assessing
Thai parliament in six areas according to the IPU pattern was collected by
focus group. Assessors were members of parliament, senators, parliamentary
officials, high ranking officials, journalists, leaders of civil society, leaders of
NGOs, experts, representatives from the private sector and local administration.
For the analysis of the gathered data, descriptive statistics such as percentage,
mean, ratio, and standard deviation were used.

For assessing general public opinion on the work of parliament, a
questionnaire was used to draw the opinion from the general public regarding
their trust towards parliament in terms of representativeness, relationships,
satisfaction, and trust. The target groups of people were those who are
eligible to vote (at least 18 years of age) chosen by sampling method. Analysis
was undertaken using descriptive statistics package and measures such as
frequency and percentage.

Assessing in 2013, according to the general attitudes towards the
performance of the parliament at present, participants in the focus groups
assessed performance as being at medium level and they gave the highest
score to legislative capacity. The section that came second is oversight over
executive, transparency and accessibility. Also, the sections that were lowest
were representativeness and accountability.

In term of public opinion, 69.5 per cent of respondents believed that
members of the House of Representatives and senators do represent all
religions. Regarding social relationship, most of the people, accounting for 63

per cent, deemed that behaviors of members of the House of Representatives
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and senators before election are considerable different from behaviors after
the election. Regarding public satisfaction, most of the people, accounting for
68.1 percent, were satisfied with the oversight function of members of the
House of Representatives and senators. Moreover, trustworthiness, most of
the people, accounting for 57.8 percent, deemed that the work experience of
members of the House of Representatives and senators contributed to their
good performance.

Between 2011 and 2013 assessments, there was a slight change of
parliament performance as in 2011. The outcome of the assessment is at
medium level (mean ratio = 2.59, S.D. = 0.66). In assessing by each element,
the factors with highest average of opinions are the legislative capacity and
the oversight over executive with mean ratio = 2.82, S.D. = 0.66 and mean
ratio = 2.78, S.D. = 0.61, respectively. The accountability element has the
lowest average (mean ratio = 2.25, S.D. = 0.69). The general average in 2013 is
also at medium level (mean ratio = 2.67, S.D. = 0.60) which indicates a slight
increase. In assessing by each element, factors with highest average are the
legislative capacity and the oversight over executive, with a slight increase
(mean ratio = 2.93, S.D. = 0.50 and mean ratio = 2.85, S.D. = 0.58, respectively).
Whereas the accountability element has the lowest average as in 2011 (2013
mean ratio = 2.41, S.D. = 0.67 and 2011 mean ratio = 2.25, S.D. = 0.69) at the 0.05
level significantly.

From this study, researchers suggest that parliament should have a policy
for reforming the parliamentary system so that the parliament’s performance

is improved serving for representativeness, oversight, legislative capacity,
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transparency and accessibility, accountability, and involvement in international

policy.
Keywords : Assessment, Thai parliament, performance
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