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Abstract

This research on learning potential empowerment of communities in
management of natural resources in head watershed forest of Nam Rad
Forest — Ma Loh Canal, Surat Thani aims to study the context of commmunities
and conduct the comparative study of changing physical environment
and fundamental biodiversity in order to strengthen the learning potential
for natural resources management in terms of sustainable conservation,
restoration and utilization of natural resources and explore the natural

resources management practices of communities. The study is a qualitative
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research consisting of in - depth interview, focus group discussion and in-field
workshop about the Nam Rad Forest - Ma Loh Canal located at Baan
Tamniab and Yan Yao sub - districts. Term of “Nam Rad” means water
spreading throughout the head watershed forest, so it named “Nam Rad
Forest” after the physical appearance of the highland forest surrounded by
massive mountains with abundant tropical rain forests absorbing water which
resulted in enough natural water flowing throughout the year. The water was
the surface water spreading around the forest area as the source of many
watersheds including Ma Loh Canal that has nourished the two sub - districts.
The head watershed forest - Ma Loh Canal had changed dramatically from 50
years ago; then the ecosystem abounded with plant varieties, animal species
and medicinal plants. The Ma Loh Canal was the clean water source for
communities’ consumption and farming. Currently, the head watershed
forest - Ma Loh Canal is encroached and destroyed. Forest area and
biodiversity are decreased; Ma Loh Canal’s water condition is dirty, turbid and
shallow and is used for refuse and waste disposal. Water ecosystem balance
is disturbed; the number of plant varieties and aquatic animals reduced and
some species have become extinct. Communities recognized the value of
Nam Rad Forest — Ma Loh Canals they relied on for living in the past.
Currently, both physical environment and biodiversity have been changed
and affected people in communities” way of life. Communities have defined
the future as “beautiful canal, clear water and abundant forest”, designed
a management instruction by emphasizing creating conscious mind for
conservation and restoration and obtained resources co-management of
communities in practices defining the network and establishing rules of

resources utilization for sustainability.
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