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Internationalization: The Importance
of Thai Higher Education Institutions
on the International Stage*

Chutima Sudjanya*™*

*kk

Tuan Tongkeo

Abstract

The article aimed to explain the elements and importance of internationalization and also the
importance of Thai Higher Education Institutions on the interational stage.

Internationalization of education defines as the internationalization of education of higher education
institutions around the world. It is related to globalization and rapid technological changes. These make all the
leaders and governments around the world review and change their educational policies in accordance with
the current world situation and respond to the world’s labor needs in the 21* century.

The elements of internationality consist of 5 elements including: 1) the dimension of the world as the
change of the world situation, learning stories of different countries, and foreign languages; 2) The dimension
of the learning organization as leamning exchange academic and research, and the study of the wider world-
view between higher education institutions; 3) cultural dimensions as multicultural education and international
culture; 4) dimensions of international relations as establishing a network between educational institutions at
the international level; and 5) the dimensions of government policies and senior leaders of the country. It is
common that Higher education institutions of each country have a duty to set policies to respond to the main
policies of each country’s government in order to develop education in accordance with the current situation

and knowledge in the 21% century.

* Part of the thesis for the Doctoral Degree of Education in Leadership of Education, Graduate School, Suan Dusit
University.
** B.B.A. (Tourism), M.A. (Health Communication) Huachiew Chalermprakiet University, Doctoral Candidate
of Doctor of Education in Leadership of Education, Graduate School, Suan Dusit University.
*** B.Ed (Education), M.Ed. (Curriculum & Instruction on Science Education), Ph.D. Chulalongkorn University,

Associate Professor of Leadership of Education program, Faculty of Education, Graduate School, Suan Dusit University
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There are a few suggestions for Thai higher education institutions that need to develop as an
internationalization should have structure of the organization and modern technology, sufficient support
budget, have a good management system and the leaders who have the creative vision with a strategic plan
as a navigation map for strategic for education marketing. Institutions need professors and potential students.
Institutions need to create diverse courses with a curriculum that uses English as the primary language for
teaching and leaming and also need to have a flexible teaching system and a good network and support the
scholarship ready for opening distance education.

Keywords : Interationalization of education, Elements of internationality, Importance of Thai Higher

Education Institutions, Intemnational stage
Corresponding Author : Chutima Sudjanya, International Affairs Officer, International Affairs Division,

Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon, 399 Samsen Rd., Vajirapayabal, Dusit, Bangkok 10300.
Tel. 08 6972 0583, E-mail : chutima.su@rmutp.ac.th
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