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Abstract

This article aims to: 1) analyze the development of the Khon scripts of the Fine Arts Department;
and 2) examine the creative process behind these scripts. The study employed a qualitative research
approach. Data were collected through a review of related documents and research studies, as well
as interviews. The data were analyzed using content analysis, and the validity of the findings was
verified through data triangulation. The research site was the National Theatre of the Fine Arts
Department, the venue used for the project on the revival of Khon, drama, and musical arts for public
presentation between 1946 and 1960. The informants included National Artists, experts and specialists
in traditional Thai dance, executives of the Office of Performing Arts of the Fine Arts Department,
traditional dance artists, traditional musicians, and traditional vocal artists.

The results revealed that the Khon scripts of the Fine Arts Department were written in the style of
Khon Chak (Khon with theatrical stage settings) and were based on the Ramakien, the royal dramatic

poem composed by King Rama | and King Rama Il. The performances adopt the style of Lakhon Nai

Corresponding Author : Phongsak Bunlon, Office of Performing Arts, The Fine Arts Department, 2, Rachini
Rd., Phraborom Maharatchawang, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok, 10200 E-mail : pboonlon1979@gmail.com
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with the incorporation of narration and dialogues to maintain the Khon conventions. Some of the scripts
are improved versions of the Khon scripts composed by Prince Asdang Dejavudh, Prince of Nakhon
Ratchasima. Some scripts are improved versions of the concert piece scripts composed by Prince
Narisara Nuwattiwongse, as well as the dialogue scripts from the royal works of King Vajiravudh. The
performances are concise and fast-paced while maintaining the conventions of traditional Khon
performing arts. This also reflects the preservation and restoration of traditional performing arts while
incorporating innovative ideas in their development, which can be summarized as follows: 1) Script
improvement, which is characterized by four approaches: dramatic poem-focused, concert piece-
focused, narration-and-dialogue-focused, and narration-dialogue-and-speech-focused. The perfor-
mances are divided into acts and scenes, emphasizing character hierarchy in royal audience scenes
and battle scenes, as well as the use of action and timing cues for each scene. 2) Performance
enhancement, which includes the insertion of dance sequences to showcase performers’ skills during
and at the conclusion of the performance, the creation of fantasy settings, and the use of special effects
to enhance realism.

The creative process behind the Khon scripts of the Fine Arts Department can be summarized
as follows: 1) Preservation and restoration of performing traditions. The Khon scripts of the Fine Arts
Department are based primarily on the original dramatic poems used in plot construction according
to the tradition of Lakhon Nai, while incorporating narration and dialogues, which are characteristic
conventions of Khon performance. 2) Creation of a Thai aesthetic atmosphere. This involves designing
stage sets inspired by traditional Thai royal court painting and incorporating Thai rituals and beliefs

associated with the story.

Keywords : Khon script / Fine Arts Department / development / creative process
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