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Abstract

The study aims to study the implementation of Thailand’s basic education institutional
policy during the coronavirus disease pandemic (COVID-19), to compare the implementation of
the policy in terms of school type, school size and school geographic location, and to study the
problems, obstacles and present the guidelines for the development of implementation of
policy. The research data were collected using both qualitative and quantitative data. The
questionnaires were used for 395 schools of the basic education institutional under the Office
of the Basic Education Commission. The in-depth interviews were used for nine people playing
roles in policy-setting and stakeholding. The results indicate that 1) the overall operations for
the implementation of the basic education institutional policy were at the highest level. When
considering the order of the highest level to the lowest level of the policy, the safety from
Covid-1 9, welfare, caring for the disadvantaged children in learning, financial management,
respectively, 2) the operations for the implementation of the basic education institutional policy
in school type were different only in caring for the disadvantaged children aspect. For school
size, in the overall, was different and school geographic location was not different, and 3) the
most problematic and obstructing encounters were the readiness of students, teachers, and
schools especially in the underprivileged children and small schools. In addition, the
communication of practice guidelines lacks of clarity. The study suggested that the driving of
future policies should be operated into 3 phases: Phase 1 coping with the proactive problem-
solving with the closure of schools for the safety of students and communicating with the clear
guidelines, Phase 2 managing the continuity by preparing a variety of learning styles and support
to access the learning materials, and Phase 3 improving and accelerating the development of

education for the future development of the educational infrastructure.
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