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Lessons Learnt from Camping Project on Moral Learning toward
Living with Sufficiency, Years 2007-2010.
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Abstract

This research aimed to synthesize and draw up the lessons of university students
learnt from Decencies Learning Camp toward Sufficiency Life Project which was
implemented during the years 2007-2010. It was based on the mixed methods research.
An interview was conducted with 360 participants from 6 regions. They were selected by
stratified sampling method and in-depth interviews and group discussions. Then 120
participants were selected from 12 communities from 6 regions, ten people from each
community by purposive sampling method. The research instruments were a documentary
research form a questionaire, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. The
statistics used were percentage, mean, standard deviation independent t-test, one-way
ANOVA and content analysis.

The findings were as follows :

1) The knowledge gained from this project was about the diversities of community
knowledge about lives and occupations, social norms lifestyles, appreciation of
sufficiency economy kinship system, local wisdom these applications of building up
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their good habit and self-adaptation learnt from many good models, development of how
to live, raising consciousness of leadership and systematic working. These yielded self-
reliance and wider worldviews, consciousness and capabilities of participation in
building up the happiness in the society.

2) The lessons learnt from the students recommendations were that : they learnt
many things from their hands-on experiences learnt living cultures occupations.
In addition. The sufficiency economy should be part of their life and continuously carried
out. They should use the community as a learning resource. Many of their local products
and wisdoms such as herbs and silk should be conserved. The students should not leave
their hometown, but develop it. They should concentrate on their study and spend their
time wisely. They should respect elders old hands. Virtue should be fostered since they
were young. Public mind should be promoted. They should also learn to accept different
opinions.

3) All of the studied communities had used the sufficiency economy philosophy to
improve their lifestyle. They became sufficiency economy communities by decreasing
their expenditure and increasing savings. The factors of success were leaders,
participation of community members, kinship system and consciousness. The three types
of learning were: 1) internal learning such as hands-on experience and problem-salving,
2) external learning such as educational institutions, media and government offices and
3) the integrated learning integrating internal and external learning.

Key Words: Lesson Learnt /Moral /Living with Sufficiency
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