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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the unique identity and the current
maintenance 2) study the transmission and 3) study the approach to enhance learning on the
preservation of Moken Gypsies’ identity. The population is composed 1) the Moken Sea Gypsies
in Ranong Phangnga and Phuket Province (1,274 persons) 2) the persons who are involved with

the Moken Sea Gypsies (39 persons) and 3) the experts in the field (5 persons). Collected data
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by synthesis of documents, surveys, observation, group conversations, and interviews. The
research findings are 1) The identity has changed especially the locations which they live, way
of life, social structure, relationships in their group and the community at large. In addition
changes have occurred with cultural, especially apparel and diet. Furthermore, occupational and
cultural especially language, art forms, beliefs, rituals, customs, and traditions are still extant
but are close to extinction. 2) The skills are passed on through observation and following the
actions and advice of the father or mother by oral in the Moken language. Writing is not used
to record. They still passing on of beliefs, traditions, and rituals by ceremonial leaders or “to
moh” or elders. 3) The approach to enhance learning on the preservation of Moken Gypsies’
identity should be organized as follows 1) Gather basic information 2) Arrange for a number

of organizations to work together 3) Create a number of activities 4) Integrate these activities

and 5) Provide a process for continuous coordination and implementation.
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