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A Study of Roles of Wat Muang Folk Museum

As a Community’s Learning Centers
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Abstract
This mixed method research aims to 1) study the processes of establishing and managing
Wat Muang Folk Museum at Ban Muang Sub-district, Ban Pong District, Ratchaburi Province since the
beginning until now 2) investigate attitudes and opinions on roles of Wat Muang Folk Museum towards

the local people of Ban Muang Sub-district, Ban Pong District, Ratchaburi Province. The data were
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collected from a sample of 300 households of Ban Muang Sub-district. Four interviewers consisted of
the officials and those who were responsible for running the Museum. The data were collected through
questionnaires and interviews.

The Research Findings: In the beginning of the establishment of Wat Muang Folk Museum, there
was a strong cooperation between local people and other organizations. Later, during the implementation
the Museum was transferred to be under supervision of Sub-district Administrative Organization of
Ban Muang which financially supported the Museum. In present, the Museum is running by Sub-district
Administrative Organization of Ban Muang, Wat Muang as well as the volunteers from the community.
In terms of the attitudes and opinions on roles of Wat Muang Folk Museum towards the local people of
Ban Muang, the participants rated their opinions in the high level. When focusing on each item, the

highest average scores derived from the item indicated that the Museum provided knowledge to local

people. While the second rank was the item indicated that the Museum built identity of the community.
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