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Spirit, Brahmanism, Buddhism: Cultural Adornment

Tataroschong Sreekullkorn® Winita Kongpradit5

Wanwipa Suneta® Pensiri Chartniyom® and Supavee Sirinkraporn7

Abstract

“Talisman” or “jewellery” has existed since the pre-historic period as a
result of human’s learning to live with nature. Human turned the ‘unknown’ into
‘superstition,” using objects which were believed to power to protect and creating
a system that corresponds to their way of living, a human instinct to maintain
their race.

The fear of supernatural power was the origin of animism derived from
traditional beliefs about self and mind and connected to the ideas of protectors,
ancestors and settlement.

The arrival of Buddhism, Brahman and Hinduism came with the tradition
of idolatry. This turned the attitude towards living into a ritual and disciplined one.
The emphasis of worshipping were for the sense of protection and auspiciousness
in the aspects of idealism, physical space and human body.

This research project presents four sets of jewellery which are created
based on the traditional Thai beliefs. Each piece of jewellery reflects the connection
between an object and rituals behind it. It also contributes new knowledge of how
historical background was driven by beliefs and religion and the relationship
between time and contemporary life.

“The first set of jewellery” reflects the relationship between human body
and human instinct. It is the basis of body worshipping and raw emotions. It is
presented through the size and volume in order to reflect the fear, suffering and

belief inside.

® Lecturer at Faculty of Decorative Arts, Silpakorn University
® Assistant Professor, Ph.D at Faculty of Decorative Arts, Silpakorn University
" Associate Professor, Ph.D at Faculty of Decorative Arts, Silpakorn University

E-mail : pearvee@yahoo.com
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Through the influence of ancient Indian culture, human society adopted
the tradition of rituals, worshipping. Worshipping of gods, personification, caste
systems, and the ideas of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ were formed as a way to conform
human thoughts and instinct to the moral and ethical thinking frame. “The second
set of jewellery” interprets this connection. It is inspired by the ritual of paying
respect to Khon masters. It portrays the humility of body and mind demonstrated
through composed movements.

While the essence of Buddhism is about non-attachment, liberation and
abstention from material accumulation, the hidden value of jewellery and talisman
as a scheme to promote morality cannot be denied even though they seemed
parallel to each other. “The third set of jewellery” hence reflects the perseverance
to be free from the circle of life by oneself and having a sacred object to hold on
to. This leads to the physical and non-physical appearance of the objects which
symbolizes the harmony and conflict in every human being.

The relationship between a piece of jewellery and human mind has not
changed substantially from the past as demonstrated through “the finale set of
jewellery”. It explains phenomenon of modern day belief of Thai society which
reinforces the message that fear, suffering and desire are deep-rooted in human

mind and cannot be easily disentangled.

Keyword: 1. Spirit 2. Brahmanism 3. Buddhism 4. Culture 5. Talisman 6. Jewellery.
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