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The origin and birth of Sita

in different versions of the Thai Ramakien

Siwadol Waraaeksiri’

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the origin and birth of Sita that
are found in different versions of the Thai Ramakien based on 16 versions
of the Thai Ramakien, which have been modified and published, namely, 9 versions
of the Ramakien in the central region, 4 versions of the Ramakien in the north,
and 3 versions of the Ramakien in north—east. The study found that the part of
Sita’s birth appeared at the beginning of story in the Ramkien of King Rama |
and 7 versions of regional Ramakien. Meanwhile, the Ramakien of the central
of the central region was incomplete and thus the birth of Sita part could not be
indentified. The part of Sita’s birth can reveal her origin and birth. In the Ramakien
of King Rama |, the origin of Sita is Lakshmi, who is Vishnu’'s wife based on
Hinduism belief. In most of regional versions of the Ramakien, the origin of Sita
is Suchada, who is Intra’s wife based on Buddhism belief. Except for
the 2 versions, which are Phrommachakra and Langkasipho, the origin of Sita
is Suthamma, who is the Intra’s wife, and Sida Angel, who observes religious
precepts under Nareephon tree in Himmaphan Forest, both of whom are based
on Buddhism belief, respectively. In term of the birth of Sita in the Ramakien
of King Rama I, the status of Sita is the daughter of giant king dynasty (Dasakantha)
but in the original version of the Ramakien, the status of Sita is the daughter
of human king dynasty. This is the point of difference in the origin and birth
of Sita in each version of the Ramakien. In addition, Sita in the Ramakien of King
Rama | has the appearance of a human but she was born in the giant king dynasty
(Dasakantha), which obviously shows the opacity of her birth. The analysis
of the origin and birth of Sita demonstrates the selection and adaptation

in accordance with the social and cultural context of the poets. It shows that

® M.A. student in Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom,

Thailand. Email address: rotee_tong22@hotmail.com
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the origin and birth of Sita in Ramakien of King Rama | is closely linked
in the belief of Hinduism from the Ramayana of India. Consequently, Sita in
the Ramakien of King Rama | serves as the incarnation as Lord Vishnu’s benevolent
couple who maintains the peace of the world and as a fire that annihilates
Dasakantha’s family. What is more, it is different from Sita in the northern and
the north-eastern Ramakien where the Sita is incarnated from Suchada and
Suthamma, who are Intra’s wife and Sida Angel, respectively. All of these are
situated within the context of Buddhism belief, which is the underpinning idea
behind the creation of Sita. Moreover, the regarding the role of Sita in the regional
Ramakien, she does not incarnate to maintain the peace of the world but her
incarnation result from her resentment towards Dasakantha who disguised himself
as Intra and sneakily approached her. These are the factors that clearly shows
the differents in the origin and birth of Sita in different versions of the Thai

Ramakien.

Keywords: 1. Origin 2. Birth 3. Sita 4. Ramakien
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