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A synchronic comparison between the sound systems

of Baba Phuket and Baba Malay

Pattrinee Suksu-art’

Abstract

This research aims to analyse and compare the sound systems between
Baba Phuket (BP) and Baba Malay (BM) based on a corpus of 2,000 words.
The research result reveals that the sound system of BP is similar to that
of the Phuket dialect of Southern Thai (PST) while the sound system of BM
is similar to that of Standard Malay (SM). There are 21 consonant phonemes
in BP, all of which can occur in the initial position but 9 of them occur in the final
position. BP has also 10 consonant clusters (CC-); unlike PST, it has no /ml-/.
With regard to vowels, there are 18 monophthongs and 6 diphthongs. BP has
contrastive vowel length. Like PST, BP has 7 tones. In BM, there are 19 consonant
phonemes, all of which can occur in the initial position but 12 of them can occur
in the final position. BM has 8 monophthongs and 2 diphthongs. Like SM,

BM is a non-tonal language.

Keywords: 1. Sound system 2. Baba Phuket 3. Baba malay 4. Synchronic

comparison

® M.A. student in department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok, Thailand. Tel. 08-1308-9617 Email address: gaw_8428@hotmail.com
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1986, p. 58; Ansaldo, 2009, p. 163)
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