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Tai Dam language vitality in Southeast Asia

Somsonge Burusphat?

Abstract

This research paper aims to study the language vitality of Tai Dam
language in Southeast Asia, i.e., Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam. The sociolinguistic
approach focusing on language use and language attitude is used to measure
the Tai Dam language vitality. In addition, the amount of Tai Dam lexical usage
is added to this study in order to compare the degree of Tai Dam language
maintenance in each country. It was found that Tai Dam people in Vietham have
the highest degree of language vitality. Next are the Tai Dam people in Laos and
lastly, the Tai Dam in Thailand. In Vietham and Laos, Tai Dam people in all age
groups have positive attitudes towards their language and use the Tai Dam
language in various domains, especially at home. This is because they do not
differentiate themselves from the mainstream people of the countries. On the
other hand, Tai Dam people in Thailand migrated to Thailand because of war.
They distinguish themselves as a separate group and thus have negative attitudes
toward their own language, and a limited domain of language use. The study of
lexical usage also supports the study of language attitudes and language use.
Tai Dam speakers in Vietham use Tai Dam words the most, and those in Thailand,

the least.

Keywords: 1. Language vitality 2. language maintenance 3. Tai language family
4. Tai Dam (Black Tai) 5. language use 6. language attitude

7. lexical usage
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