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Serpents as a symbol representing the characteristics
of the God Shiva

Baranee Boonsong?

Abstract

The article “Serpents as a Symbol Representing the Characteristics of
the God Shiva” is a documentary research. The objectives of this research are as
follows: 1) to study symbolic meanings of serpents 2) to study whether animals which
always presented with gods, but do not act as the gods’ vehicles, can be considered
as symbolic animals of the gods. Serpents, which are repeatedly shown in Shiva’s
icons, were used as a case study. Theoretical frameworks used in this study consist
of semiotics theory of Ferdinand de Saussure, Heinrich Zimmer’s concept stating
that any animals serving as a god’s vehicle represent symbols and energies of that
god, and Joseph Campbell’s concept suggesting that mythology be symbolically and
metaphorically interpreted. Researcher collected symbolic meanings of serpents from
4 main books and then compared the most found symbolic meanings of serpents
with characteristics of Shiva as described in Hindu myths. It has been found that
the most found symbolic meanings of serpents can be divided into 8 categories
as follows: 1) water/rain 2) fertility 3) protector 4) resurrection/rebirth 5) healing 6)
devillevil 7) wisdom/knowledge and 8) power/strength. All the symbolic meanings
are related to the characteristics of Shiva as mentioned in Hindu myths. Thus, it
was concluded here that the animal which constantly presented with a particular
god can function as symbolic animal of the god and show characteristics of that
particular god even though it does not serve as vehicle of the god. However, the
shown characteristics of the two symbolic animals could be similar or different on

a case by case basis.

Keywords: 1. Shiva 2. serpent 3. symbol 4. myth 5. folklore
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Dictionary of Symbolism: Cultural Icons and the Meanings Behind Them a3
Hans BledermannLLaw An IIIustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional Symbols VDI
J.C. Cooper Lan&s1s 4 I8uiTIuTINA NN VR IFy N Bala 9 “nﬂi’mgaﬂ
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sa@ﬁumﬂm@;mizﬁmﬁm wazwszgnazdadudsenuns Mlkauuazaad
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asaunanlUnilsadrsfansnasadinszsuns sevilwesiandgnivinle
o fuwiunansiand ualifinuiduenas (Yaemnadda, 2004: 669-671)
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1994: 311, 313) Sazdianilszaunsaiens g snanoivlidau swdufinnwes
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