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Identity in Thai traditional mural painting at Wat Phumin Nan

: The creation of cultural products

Panchat Inkong®

Abstract

Thai traditional mural painting is another type of valuable art that shows
the value and beauty from stories, colours, and composition of the picture. The
painting reflects lifestyle, tradition, society, and environment that illustrate great
culture of the nation and give useful information for the studies of religion, history,
archaeology, lifestyle, traditional clothes, as well as various local activities in each
era. In the past, most of the paintings are painted on the wall in religious buildings,
but nowadays, there are changes in society and culture which cause the new
generation of Thailand to be more interested in folk wisdom; therefore, in order
to apply folk wisdom on new products, it is important to combine them carefully
and match them with the new context of society and culture in each era. According
to Wat Phumin’s mural painting, there are pictures that clearly show the identity
on lifestyle painting in each section of the wall. As a result, it is necessary to
search for the identity part in mural painting in order to create a creative cultural
product for decorative products such as bags, lamps, clocks, phone cases, pen
holders on the desk and cameras so that they can be cultural products that are
available to everyone and easy to be interested in and understood in this current
society. However, the mural painting that shows characteristic of the local people
should be able to reflect the context of the local well. The expression such as
characteristic of people, architecture, and natural component can be found on
the mural painting at Wat Phumin. The unique characteristic on mural painting
came from an items, event and lifestyle of Nan people in the past such as houses,
clothes, weaving loom, tattoos on legs or body. Moreover, there is a painting of

man and woman whispering, which is the most outstanding and popular painting.

? Associate Professor at Faculty of Fine Arts, Rajamangala University of Technology,
Pathum Thani, Thailand. Tel. 09-0235-4410 Email address: panchat_i@rmutt.ac.th
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This painting is called “Whispering of love” or “Pooman Yhaman”. Also, there are
other paintings that beautifully express emotion from eyes and movement of body.
These are valuable characteristics in mural painting at Wat Phumin. Adapting
those painting in cultural product design will easily connect emotion of consumer
with the product and will show the characteristic of Thai mural painting in products,
which will help creating a strong point that can communicate with consumers
from new generation to make them understand about the new context of Thai

mural painting.

Keywords: 1.Cultural products 2. Local identity 3.Traditional mural painting of
Wat Phumin
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