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Factors in motivation to learn Japanese language
of students taking Japanese course

at the Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University

Kanok Runggeratigul* Chadaporn Chanprasert®
Rungruedee Leaokittikul® Wanchai Silalpattagul6

and Hathaiwan Chaimkeeratikanon®

Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the motivation of Japanese
language learners and explore the related issues that are likely to influence the
learning process by finding out the factors that motivate or demotivate them.
A survey using open-ended questionnaires was conducted to two groups of
students based on their Japanese language learning experience, namely the
students who graduated from Japanese language program in high school
(hereinafter referred to as J1) and those who have never been in Japanese
language program in high school (hereinafter referred to as J2). A total number
of 284 students (153 students of J1 and 131 students of J2) who were first to fifth
year students taking Japanese courses at Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University
in the 2015 academic year participated this survey. The results of the study are
as follows. 1) The important factors which increase motivation of J1 are successful
individuals, ideal persons, also their rivals, where J2 focuses more on the internal
factors such as proudness, the enjoyment in class, and the unsatisfactory in their
own skills. The factors that demotivate both groups on studying Japanese are
similar. Their class performance and the lack of confidence in their own skills are

the most influential factors, while class environment and peer problems are

* Assistant Professor, Ph.D. at Modern Eastern Languages Department, Silpakorn
University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Email address: rkanok2000@yahoo.com

® Lecturer at Modern Eastern Languages Department, Silpakorn University,
Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.

® Assistant Professor at Modern Eastern Languages Department, Silpakorn

University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.

65



fhipninadannuasnnFousasiizowiT M dlwumingnasfaling nun J9N5ANS uazAIE
A Uy ) )

the least influential. 2) J1 seems reluctant to study Japanese at the first and
second year much more than J2 because they tend to compare the class with
their previous learning experience in high school. 3) To rebuild their motivation,
both groups of students try to revive their motivation when they started learning
Japanese. Although the results indicate that J2 tend to rebuilt the motivation by

stepping back from learning Japanese much more than J1.

Keywords: 1. Increase motivation 2. Demotivation
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