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Petchaburi shadow puppetry literature: Sacred beings and religious beliefs in

teacher-worshipping rituals*
Sombat Somsriploy® and Bayan Imsamran®

Abstract

This article aims to study sacred beings and religious beliefs in teacher-worshipping rituals of
Petchaburi shadow puppet literature. The results indicate that the sacred beings mentioned in the
teacher-worshipping rituals begin with worshipping the Buddha, calling upon angels, paying homage
to Trimurti, the Buddha, Triratana, worshipping god and hermit in Hinduism, Kings, spirits of parents,
shadow puppetry teachers, parents, all holy spirits in Petchaburi province, spirits of great monks, protector
spirits, and other spirits . Mentioning those holy spirits reflects the combination of certain religious beliefs:
Buddhism, Hinduism, and animism. The importance of belief in local spirits shows deep influence

of belief in animism. Moreover, it helps to preserve the names of local spirits in Petchaburi.

Keywords: 1. Petchaburi shadow puppetry literature 2. Teacher-worshipping rituals

3. Sacred beings 4. religious beliefs

*This article is a part of the thesis titled “Phetchaburi Shadow Puppetry Literature”, doctoral degree of Department of Thai, Faculty
of Arts, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.

® Ph.D. student, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand; Full-time lecturer, Division of
Thai, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Email address: som535t150@gmail.com Tel: 08 7159 9755

® Thesis advisor; Associate Professor, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.

Email address: bayanimsamran@gmail.com Tel: 08 6532 4407
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