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Conservation and development of Phayao old urban community

Boonsiri Sukpromsun® and Srisuda Wongchum*

Abstract

The research on conservation and development of Phayao old urban
community aims to: 1) study the evolution of Phayao old town settlement, 2) study
identities and significances of Phayao old town, and 3) propose the appropriate
guidelines and measures for conservation and development Phayao old town
in order to preserve the value of its area. The methodology of research includes:
to compile information on background and history of Phayao old town, to conduct
surveys of the community, to study physical contexts, economic and socio-cultural
which are important elements of the city, to analyze the old town identities and
significances of the old town. Key person interviews are also developed in order to
gain a better understanding of old town problems and their potentials. The product
of this process is the conservation and development guidelines for Phayao old town.
According to the results of this research, Wiang Phayao is an ancient town with
the long history before the 19" Century B.E. (14" Century A.D.). The identities
of this cultural heritage area have been conveyed through urban physical
characteristics, artistic works, architectural heritage, cultural and traditional.
Based on old town identities, they are reflecting the historical significances as:
1) an evidence of the old Phayao settlement, 2) the old Phayao’s commercial center,
3) the wide range of significant artistic works and architecture, and 4) the wide
range of local culture and tradition. However, urban development in the past
period caused a great impact to the change of urban environment and destroyed
the ancient town'’s identities and its values. Thus, conservation and preservation

the cultural heritage with its identities and values of Phayao historic town

® Lecturer at Division of Geographic Information Science, School of Information
and Communication Technology, University of Phayao, Phayao, Thailand. Tel. 08-1498-7074
Email address: yeanbsy@hotmail.com

* Planner at Phatthalung Office of Public Works and Town & Country Planning,
Phatthalung, Thailand.

106



MNIMIIRIINgauAalng 1171 38 aliuf 3 w.a. 2561

are essential to conduct land use plan, architectural and landscape control
guidelines, transportation plan and promote public involved in conservation and

development of Phayao old urban community.

Keywords: 1. Conservation and development 2. Phayao old town
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