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Ecotourism management: A case study of Sirinart Rajini ecosystem learning center,

Pranburi District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province

Umaporn Boonpetchkaew® and Issarapong Poltanee’

Abstract

This research attempted to study on an ecotourism development at Sirinart Rajini Ecosystem
Learning Center, Pranburi District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. This study is based on surveys with
3 objectives, namely 1) to study the attitude of tourists towards ecotourism at Sirinart Rajini Ecosystem
Learning Center in Pranburi District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province; 2) to compare tourists’attitudes
towards ecotourism management in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province; and 3) to study guidelines and
approaches for ecotourism development at Sirinart Rajini Ecosystem Learning Center. The samples
was tourists who visited Sirinart Rajini Ecosystem Learning Center. Non-probability sampling, purposive
Sampling, and questionnaires were applied to elicit data. There were 380 samples. The data was
analyzed by using t-test and one-way ANOVA (F-Test). In terms of personal information of the
respondents, the study showed that 1) most of the tourists were single female, aged between 21 to
30 years old, with bachelor’s degree and their monthly income was around 20,001-30,000 Baht. Most
of them worked as for private companies. 2) Considering the attitude of tourists towards ecotourism
management, there are certain issues, namely: 2.1) regarding location, the uniqueness of the attraction
is the most mentioned; 2.2) pertaining to the process and activity, the result revealed that cleanliness
of the attractions is the most raised; 2.3) referring management system, the result revealed that tourist
information and route-guidance signs are the most favourable; and 2.4) regarding participation, it was
found that opportunities for local people to earn money from tourism is the most voiced. 3) issue about
the guidelines for ecotourism development at this Learning Center, it is recommended that facilities
in terms of tourist accessibility should be improved. Additionally, detailed information on the accommodation
for tourists should be informed focusing more on target marketing. Community participation, that is to
say, giving local people an opportunity to express their opinions on guidelines for ecotourism in the
tourist attraction should be promoted as well. 4) In terms of data analysis, t-tests and analysis of

variance (One - way ANOVA/ F-test) were used; it was found that different tourists from different

® Lecturer, Faculty of Arts and Science, Kasetsart University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.
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backgrounds (genders, ages and educational levels) have different perceptions and opinions on
ecotourism at Sirinart Rajini Ecosystem Learning Center with statistically significant at the level of
0.05.

Keywords: 1. Ecotourism management 2. Sirinart Rajini ecosystem learning center

3. Pranburi District 4. Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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