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The dynamics of Tai Dam culture:
The maintenance of ethnic group through the belief in
“Thaen (A spirit of the sky)” in Thailand and Laos PDR’®

lyared Boonyarit*

Abstract

This paper is a study on cultural dynamics of the Tai Dam ethnic group
under the scope of the belief in “Thaen”, using anthropological and folklore
research methods. The results indicated that the dynamics of the belief in “Thaen”
were a form of cultural reproduction. Tai Dam’s local wisdom, which was
pre-existing cultural capital of Tai Dam society, was applied in accordance with
present-day society. The dynamics of the belief in “Thaen” could be divided

into 3 categories: dynamic ideology, dynamic patterns and dynamic ideation.

Keywords: 1. Tai Dam 2. Black Tai 3. Belief 4. A spirit of the sky (Thaen)
5. Folklore

® This paper is a part of the author research project “Dynamism of Black Tai culture:
belief in Thaen” which was supported by National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) and
Mahidol University.
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