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Burmese borrowings in Shan Language®

Phannida Khanthaphad®

Abstract

This study discusses how (1) Burmese borrowing words are adopted to the Shan language,
an isolating language, (2) types of features of the Burmese borrowing words in Shan, and (3) factors
contributing to a borrowing methods of Burmese words to the Shan language. The study’s resources
are derived from a Shan-English dictionary and a picture dictionary. This research reveals two methods
of borrowing namely, (1) a borrowing Burmese words in Shan - a transliteration without changing any
Burmese phonological-morphological structures and (2) a transliteration using Shan structures. In both
methods, it is the Burmese sounds which Shan people are unfamiliar with are altered into Shan sounds.
The first methods tends to be ubiquitous. Various types of features in Burmese borrowings in Shan
can be identified, namely single Burmese, Burmese compound, Burmese-Shan compound, Burmese-
English compound, Burmese-Pali-Sanskrit compound, Burmese-Pali-Sanskrit-Shan compound, and
Burmese-English-Shan compound. It is found that the monolexemic/single Burmese borrowing method
is the most favourable while the combination of more than two languages is the least one. The external
factors in borrowing Burmese words in Shan may come from a socio-political, educational, environmental
proximity, modernity and technology, as well as religions and beliefs predictors. A large number of
Burmese borrowings in Shan reveal that Shan people have been under Myanmar rule for a long time,
thus it results in Shan people having a close relationship with Myanmar people. In addition, Shan
people are educated through Burmese education curriculums. This is why there are more borrowing

words from Burmese than other languages in Shan.

Keywords: 1. Borrowings 2. Burmese 3. Shan Language

® This research aritcle is part of a research funded by Faculty of Arts, Maejo University.
*Lecturer, Ph.D. at Thai and Eastern Language Section, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Maejo University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.
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