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Abstract

In this research, a quantitative method was employed to analyze how pig
farmers in Nakhon Pathom province used information and information sources
and what problems they encountered in their use information and information
sources. Additionally, this research involved a comparative study of how pig
farmers with different sizes of farm, breeds of pig, amounts of experience,
and farming areas differed in their use of information, information sources and
problems. Data for the analysis came from questionnaires completed by pig
farmers who owned medium-sized and large farms in every Amphoe in Nakhon
Pathom (except Putthamonthon), there were 6 Amphoes involved. Employing a
purposive sampling approach as the table of Krejcie and Morgan, 60 percent of
the pig farmers in each of the Amphoes were included in this study. The sampling
group consisted of 194 pig farmers (from a population of 319 pig farmers). In
analyzing the data, statistical methods of percentages, mean (X ), and standard
deviation (S.D.) were used as well as the T-test and ANOVA which were used
for the comparative analysis of different variables.

Findings are as follows.

1. There were two areas of information which pig farmers were often used.
Information about livestock was most highly used while information about economy
of income came the second level. Moreover, the latest year’s information was most
frequently interested. Searching the information by themselves was their most
popular way to get the desired information; asking someone to search for them
came the second. The most important of information kind was not complicated and
presented in a simple way. Complete and thorough information were significant.

2. Information sources which the pig farmers exhibited the highest level
of use were their own accumulated experience and knowledge. The information
that had gained the second level was television programs. Relatives and family
members, agricultural groups, and newspaper were information sources that
gained average importance among them.

3. The problems that the pig farmers really encountered in their use of
information were shown as follows: 1) The problems that emanated from the

information itself: the most important of which was the great amount of time

137



misldmsmunauasundsmsswneavasgisznaunsvhiugnsludmiauanlgy sufloy §n33

spentin getting the information. The high amount of money they had to pay for
the information in need was less important. 2) The problems that arose from the
pig farmers themselves: the most serious of which was their lack of time to search
for information at various sources. A lack of time to get information from radio
and television programs and newspapers was less important. 3) The problems
derived from the information itself: the problem most frequently found was that
the information sources were located too far for an accessible convenience. The
minor problems lay in the fact that the information available at the sources was
not the right one they needed.

4. A comparative study of information usage, information sources, and their
problems reveals the following findings: 1) The size of farms: the pig farmers who
owned medium and large farms showed no significant difference in their use of
information, information sources, and the problem of their use. 2) Pig breeding:
the farmers at single and mixed breeding farms showed significant difference in
the information sources and problems in their use, but their use of information
showed no significant difference. 3) Farming experience: pig farmers with different
experiences revealed significant differences in the use of information, information
sources, and problems in their use. 4) Farming zone: pig farmers in Amphoe
Muang and other Amphoes in Nakhon Pathom displayed significant differences

in the use of information, information sources, and problems in their use.

Keywords: 1. Information uses. 2. Information sources. 3. Pig farmers in

Nakhon Pathom Province
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