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Guidelines to promote organic agriculture to food security

and safety for community: reflection from the operating sector

Apichart Jai-aree’

Abstract

This qualitative research purposed to study the knowledge status and
needs about organic agriculture, and present guidelines to promote organic
agriculture to food security and safety for the community. The study focuses on
organic vegetable agriculture and reflection form the operating sectors. Collected
data by in-depth document analysis, in-depth interview with key informants had
been selected by the purposive sampling method; there are 3 groups who are
1) agricultural academicians and university professors 2) general and organic
agriculturalists and 3) community leaders and representatives from the state and
the private sectors, totaling 45 persons. The study includes the survey on
agricultural cultivations, informal discussion, focus group, and public discussion
and reflection of the research result to related units. Analyze data by content
analysis and validate data with triangulation technique. According to the research,
knowledge status and needs: the agriculturalists have the knowledge and skill in
production process due to learning from their career and learning sources;
moreover, they are interest and alert to agricultural products and consumption
greatly but lack accurate information about organic agriculture in compliance with
standard certification, including technology adaptation and modern methods in
production process, they also deprive of knowledge about farming management
system and marketing mechanism to support products. For guidelines to promote
organic agriculture, to encourage participation of the development associations
is able to firmly push the operation into community level. The association leaders

are the people/agriculturalists, Department of Agriculture, every local administration,
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and the universities that provide agricultural courses. About the guidelines to
promote organic agriculture, the supply chain of the productions include 4 aspects
that are production factors, production and management, innovation and technology
in production, and products and product management. It comes up in the form
of building a network, research and development in connection with organic
agricultural knowledge in local and commercial levels, development of safety
standard certification in community level, development of organic village model,
further research and development of labor-saving devices, and information and

advice system.

Keywords: 1. organic agriculture 2. food security 3. food safety
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