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The research on speech acts of compliments and compliment responses

of Thai Korean learners: with a focus on Silpakorn University students®
Sirinat Sirirat*

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the use of speech acts of giving compliments and
compliment responses by Thai Korean majors at Faculty of Art, Silpakorn University in comparison to
Thai students who have never studied the Korean language and Korean students who have never
studied the Thai language before. The researcher conducted the interviews with 20 Thai students who
have never studied the Korean language and 20 Korean students who have never studied the Thai
language (10 males and 10 females in each group) to acquire appropriate situations to use the speech
acts of giving compliments and responses to compliments. The interview results revealed that subjects
leading to the speech acts of compliments and compliment responses are (1) Appearance, (2)
Personality, and (3) The ability of an interlocutor. The researcher classified each subject into 2 social
factors, namely (1) Sex (male or female) and (2) The intimacy of the speaker and the interlocutor (very
familiar and not familiar/slightly familiar), which showed their strong influences towards the use of
speech acts of giving compliments and compliment responses. The researcher then divided compliment
situations into 12 situations which were used to do further research on 3 groups of respondents: Thai
students who have never studied the Korean language, Korean students who have never studied the
Thai language, and Thai students who study the Korean language. Each group of respondents consisted
of 10 males and 10 females.The research result showed that most of Thai Korean language learners
were significantly concerned with the social factors when using speech acts of compliments and
responses to compliments. Moreover, their selected strategies of speech acts of giving compliments
and compliment responses were more similar to the speech acts used by Thai students who have
never studied the Korean language, than those that were used by Korean students who have never

studied the Thai language.

Keywords: 1. The speech acts of compliments 2. The speech acts of compliment responses
3. Thai Korean language learners 4. The compliment speech acts in Korean

5. Teaching the speech act of compliments

®This article is based on part of the research “The Research on Speech Acts of Compliments and Compliment Responses of Thai
Korean Learners: with a focus on Silpakorn University students” which was funded by a research project from the Faculty of Arts,
Silpakorn University in 2013

* Lecturer, Ph.D., Department of Korean, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.

Email address: sirirat_s3@su.ac.th Tel: 03 425 5096
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