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The creation of Thai contemporary dance: Round of Existences
Nattaporn Petruang’

Abstract

The purposes of this research are to create Thai contemporary dance entitled “Round of
Existences”and to explore the creation of Thai dance based on Buddhist concepts. This creative and
qualitative research is based on the concepts of Buddhism in terms of round of existences and
semiology, as well as the theory and practice of fine and applied arts (dance, music, and visual arts).
The research methodologies included data collection from documents, field survey, and interviews.
Such data was then analyzed to create the performance.

It was found that the researcher could create Thai contemporary dance entitled “Round of
Existences”. The composition of the dance was divided into six parts comprised 1) the creation of the
performance script under the concept of round of existences which was divided into three parts: birth,
life, and death, 2) skilled performers with abilities to perform Thai dance and convey emotions, 3)
music for performance which was the mixture of Thai and Western music and also with the use of
synthesizer, 4) the patterns and colors of the costume under the concept of semiology, 5) props and
performance crafts including headdresses and fabric wrapped around the body, based on the concept
of semiology, and 6) performers’ movements, performance patterns, and performance area on the
stage based on Thai dance, contemporary dance, and everyday movements. Space design on the
stage was divided into nine parts according to the layout of a proscenium stage. This performance
was first performed at International Festival of Arts and Culture 2018 held in Srinakharinwirot University.
In addition, the researcher designed a questionnaire survey related to the creation of Thai dance based
on Buddhist concepts and then distributed to the audience. The results of the questionnaire survey
obtained from 155 people revealed that Buddhism doctrine could be conveyed in the form of dance
performance enabling the audience to understand the concept of the performance that taught them

valuable life lessons.

Keywords: 1. Creative dance 2. Thai contemporary dance 3. Round of Existences

% Lecturer, Dance and Drama Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Dhonburi Rajabhat University, Bangkok,
Thailand. Email address: nattaporn.p@dru.ac.th Tel: 02 890 1801-8 ext. 2141-2
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