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On professionalism: Police investigators and means of forensic

evidence acquisition in road crash investigation*

Kosin hintao® and Supachi Supalaknari®

Abstract

Police investigators play a key role in preventing and solving road accident
cases, which are presently a matter of great concern in Thailand. The complete
procedures for traffic accident investigation can provide useful and fully-detailed
data, especially the causes of road accidents at the local level. This can in turn
facilitate the most efficient analysis of causes and preventions of road accidents
in multi-level governance including district, provincial and national levels. As traffic
accident investigation requires high competence in forensic evidence collection
and analysis from police investigators, the two main research questions were as
follows: 1) to what extent do police investigators know how to acquire forensic
evidence in road accident?; and 2) how were police investigators supported by
police management systems in road crash investigation? The research objectives
were to study: 1) the procedure, implementation and supporting factors of forensic
evidence acquisition of police investigators; and 2) police investigators’ knowledge

of forensic evidence acquisition in road crash investigation.

* This article has been submitted in partial fulfillment of the dissertation for the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Forensic Science and Criminal Justice, Faculty of Science,
Silpakorn University (510805) Semester 1, Academic Year 2017.

® Ph.D. student in Forensic Science and Criminal Justice, Faculty of Science,
Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Email address: kosin1228@gmail.com
Tel: 08 1782 9777

® Dissertation advisor, Lecturer, Ph.D. at Department of Chemistry, Faculty of
Science, Silpakorn University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Email address: supachai@su.ac.th
Tel: 03 4255 797
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This research used qualitative research method to collect data from the
research area, which was the Provincial Police Region 1. Key informants comprised
60 highly-experienced police investigators involved in the investigation of fatal
road accidents and 7 forensic scientists. Data were collected using focus-group
discussion, in-depth interview and content analysis of 262 road accident cases.

Research findings indicated that police investigators could not define
professionalism in the context of forensic evidence acquisition due to 4 reasons:
1) dependency on external experts in the investigation, 2) the acknowledgment
of skepticisms relatied to the credibility of those who were engaged in the
investigation, 3) insufficient support in police work, and 4) the lack of systematic
and continued knowledge training provision. Most of the investigators from this
research stated that they required support to deal with the fourth reason. The
systematic and continued development of knowledge were seriously lacking,

which had a considerable influence on professionalism in police investigators.

Keywords: 1. Professionalism 2. Police investigator 3. Forensic evidence

4. Road crash case
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