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Lampang tourist attraction names:

strategies and errors in translation from Thai to Chinese*

Phenphansa Chaitheerasuwet’ and Manunya Srihirun®

Abstract

This research aims to study the strategies of translating Lampang tourist attraction names into
Chinese and analyze errors found in the translation. The results show that 7 strategies were used:
whole transliteration, whole translation, half transliteration and half translation, addition, omission, half
addition and half omission, and renaming. The errors found in the translation can be divided into 4
categories: the lexical selection in the target language, the word incoherence in Chinese structure, the
inappropriate use of translation strategies, and the misusing of Chinese character. The main reasons
of all errors can be caused by the lack of the understanding of the principles in translation, Chinese
and Thai language proficiency, the understanding of the context and culture in the original and the

target language, and the accuracy of evaluating translation quality.

Keywords: 1. Place name 2. Translation strategy 3. Translation error 4. Chinese 5. Lampang

*This article is part of the research project “Translation Strategies of Lampang’s Tourist Attraction Names in Chinese” which was
supported by Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University, Lampang, Thailand

® Lecturer, Chinese Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University, Lampang, Thailand.
Email address: Phenphansa.bee@gmail.com Tel: 09 1851 8698

® Lecturer, Chinese Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University, Lampang, Thailand.

Email address: may_phrombun@hotmail.com Tel: 05 431 6154
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