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Methods of Buddha image carving and the treatment of Buddha images in

Lanna culture

Phra Nakorn Pafifavajiro®

and Phrakhru Piphitsutatorn*

Abstract

The treatment of Buddha images in Lanna culture is closely linked to the Buddha’s daily
routine, which signified the dynamic of the Buddhist hermeneutical features based on the Tipitaka and
other Buddhist texts. The treatment leads to daily practice that is related to the natural and the
supernatural. Lanna people believe in the Theravada Buddhist tradition, which has been adapted to
the Brahmanism and indigenous tradition. Thus, the Buddha image is treated with respect, reverence,
and trust, having a divine status. This article presents the principles and treatments of the Buddha
image in Lanna culture in 7 aspects: 1) the building of the Buddha image, 2) face cleaning, teeth
brushing and face washing of the Buddha image, 3) food offering, 4) robe offering, 5) bed and royal
regalia offering, 6) necessities offering and 7) the pardon ritual. This paper also discusses prohibitions

associated with the Buddha image.

Keywords: 1. Method of Buddha image carving 2. Treatment of Buddha image 3. Buddha image

4. Lanna culture
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