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Distinctive stone carving of Prasaw Wat Phu Temple: An iconographic study of

stone carving at Prasat Wat Phu temple, Laos PDR
Wannapat French®

Abstract

Brahmanism is regarded as Indian cultural heritage that was continuously in practice among
the ancient cities located in the lower basin of the Mae Khong River. The Brahmanism also inspired
the making of religious arts, folklore and other related traditions. Therefore, it is able to state that
Brahmanism is cultural link binding the old cities with ethnical differences, creating their unity in
religious culture and arts.

Prasat Wat Phu is an ancient Khmer monument that has been awarded the second World
heritage of Laos PDR. The temple is located at the hilly area of Phu Kway Mountain, 6 km. from old
Champasak city. Wat Phu is awarded and recognized as World Heritage by UNESCO owing to
its artistic and architectural significance. In addition to the temple artistic value, the monument also
reflects the trace of Brahmanism which once was well known and widely practiced in this region.
Archaeological evidence stated that the rise of Brahmanism during 6" - 12" century A.D. was influenced
by ancient Khmer tradition.

This article mainly concentrated on the Brahmanical mythology and iconography depicted at
the architectural structures mainly dated from 10th-12th century A.D. The research methodology was
field survey and comparative study of arts and iconography. The result of study shows the gradual
development of Brahmanism in lower Mae Khong Basin, where a variety of ethnical groups flourished
due to the geographic features as it was a border area of the northeast of Thailand, Champasak
District of Laos and the north of Cambodia. Thus, Prasat Wat Phu is one of the crucial cultural
heritage. Apart from the architectural and artistic value, the stone carving of Brahmanical stories and
sculptors reflected the widely practiced religious beliefs and served as the cultural root of the ancient

communities in this region.

Keywords: 1. Prasat Wat Phu Temple 2. Stone carving 3. lconography

® Lecturer, Ph.D. at Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchatani University, Ubon Ratchatani, Thailand. Email address:
Wannapat49@yahoo.com Tel: 09 6330 0733
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