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Sound and Rhythm: Literary Art Techniques in
Yuan Phai Khlong Dan
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Abstract

This article aims to study the techniques and result from the creation of
melodious sounds and rhythm of words in Yuan Phai Khlong Dan. |t is suggested
that the poet created harmonious sound in accordance with the rules of composing
raay and khloon both on the external rhyme and the use of the first tone mark
syllable (kham ?¢ek) and the second tone mark syllable (kham thoo).The poet
also increased melodies in his work through diversified internal consonant rhymes.
In addition, the rhythms in Yuan Phai Khlong Dan are created by short and
long syllable, repeated sounds, and repeated words. These cause heavy and
light rhythms as well as highlight both the sounds and meaning of words and
contents. The use of sounds and the creation of rhythms are important features
of the literary art that create fine melodies in Yuan Phai Khlong Dan. Moreover,
they also have important roles communicating a vivid meaning and stressing the
relationship between the front hemistich (wak naa) and the rear hemistich (wak

lang), and between the rear hemistich and the decorative words or kham s3j.

Keywords: 1. Sound. 2. Rhythm. 3. Literary art. 4. Yuan Phai Khlong Dan.
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As a feature of prosody, rimes appear to be an
indigenous innovation; they are not found in the Indian
models which inspired other features of Thai versification.
For psycholinguistic reasons it is extremely unlikely that Thai

poetry will ever abandon its dependence on rime.
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The word phayré?6 can mean ‘seet, melodious,
musical, and harmonious’; a reduction to phrd? signifies
‘melodious, pleasing to the ear, beautiful (of sounds),
sweet sounding, agreeable to the ear, and tuneful. When a
speech act is phayrd?, then it is ndafar), ‘worth listening to’
and sanuk, ‘enjoyably pleasant.” This concept of phayr5?
pervades all of literature.
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Known in Thai as kham soi or “decorative words”,
these two syllables do not contribute directly to the semantic
meaning of the phrase; rather, they serve to decorate the
sound of the phrase and to facilitate the meter. They add
indirectly to the meaning of the phrase by establishing a
certain mood or affective tone, somewhat as interjections
do in English.
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