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Stucco Floral Motifs on the Pediments of the Phetchaburi School®

Duangkamon Boonkaewsuk®

Abstract

The past researches on stucco motifs on the pediments of the Phetchaburi
School normally focused on Thai traditional patterns. It is probably because they
were the principal trend of this school. The aim of this study is to explore the
influence of floral motifs on the stucco motifs of the Phetchaburi School. The
stucco motifs on the pediments and wood carvings in Phetchaburi created during
the late Ayutthaya period to the year 1967 of the Rattanakosin period were
selected as the reference base for comparing with the stucco motifs on the
pediments of the present-day Phetchaburi School (1968-present).

The findings revealed that floral motifs have been popular since the early
Rattanakosin period. They were used by Phetchaburi artisans as subsidiary motifs.
It was also found that they, in a group of pediments, were applied with Thai
traditional motifs—tendril motifs and Kra-nok tendril motifs, which indicates the
artisans’ comprehension of the relationship between those motifs and natural
tendrils. Stucco floral motifs are considered one of the important features of the

Phetchaburi School, which has been practiced up until these days.

Keywords: 1. Floral motifs. 2. Stucco motifs. 3. Phetchaburi School.

® This article is a part of the thesis titled “The Art of Phetchaburi School: The Study of
Stucco from the Present Back to the Past” the Degree Doctor of Philosophy Program in Thai Art
History, Graduate School, Silpakorn University.

* Lecturer, Ph.D. at Department of Tourism Management, Faculty of Management

Science, Silpakorn University, Petchaburi IT Campus, Phetchaburi, Thailand.
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