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Social return on investment of organic agriculture in Sampran Model project

Nitikorn Pongpaiboon® and Wisakha Phoochinda*

Abstract

This study aims to explore social return on investment of organic agriculture in the Sampran
Model project. Interviews with nine representatives of eleven farmer groups in the Sampran Model
project and the project manager were carried out. In addition, the survey of each activity of the project
was also conducted. The study revealed that the social return rate on Investment (SROI) from an
organic agriculture in the Sampran Model project was 1.45, indicating that every 1 baht of investment,
it could generate a social benefit to the investor for 1.45 baht. For the social aspect, the farmers had
a group meeting once a month, thus this community exchanged, learnt and solved their problems
among the farmers within the group. In addition, knowledge and training from lecturers, experts, and
philosophers, such as postharvest, marketing, and seeds were provided. Farmers, therefore gained
knowledge of organic agriculture and consequently became healthier since the residue of agricultural
chemicals tested in blood was not found. In terms of the economic aspect, the project has promoted
marketing channels such as Sookjai Market, Sookjai Sanjorn Market, and community enterprises. The
farmers’ income derived from organic products at a fair price without being exploited by middlemen,
because farmers sold their products to customers directly. For the environmental aspect, farmers made
the most efficient use of resources, no chemicals used in agriculture, and the seedlings could be kept

for planting later.

Keyword: 1. Sampran model project 2. Social return on investment 3. Organic agriculture
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