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Plan of the Main Prang And Lateral Prang
in Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahatat of Lopburi
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Abstract

The main prang of Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahathat in Lopburi was
constructed in the 14th century A.D. of the Lopburi Period. During this era, the
Khmer Empire was declining in power and the Ayutthaya empire did not rose to
power yet. This made the art style of this prang strongly similar to that of Khmer
art. Being the most important stupa of Lopburi, the principal prang was renovated
continuously. Due to all of these significances, the author would like to study what
the main prang’s original plan was derived from.

The main prang has three porches on the front, left and right sides; it
was located on a three-tiered lotus base with a large fillet; it has a prang on its
both lateral sides. These mentioned features had not occurred in Lopburi before.
From the study, it is found that the central prang with three porches was probably
developed from the plan of Khmer main tower which has Antarla and Mandapa
in the front. However, the former’s bases were increased in number. Furthermore,
the lateral prangs were made of brick while the main prang was made of laterite.
It can be noticed that the lateral prangs were constructed shortly after finishing
the project of the main prang. Their styles were presumably similar to the prang
No.16C which was located outside the inner gallery and was dated to the 14th

century or before the establishment of the Ayutthaya empire.

Keywords: 1. Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahatat Lopburi. 2.Prang. 3.Lateral Prang.
4. Lopburi.
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