sauvaszUndyruslunmelng

a.8. 958318 a3alaan’

UNAALD
anwy Ingdwdysus 44 @2 laad 34 anduwdyouniawmannanngyouwslwansswamni
1 Qs L A 1 a Qs v 1 R
HuneenwInnuiLazanysveNdnfinis saudnfuaalaun @, @, o, g, 0, U, #, W, 8 uaz @ lesums
a {g ] o a ¢ A a I3 a &
Udngtulapwarunudunidsfugiiaduduszuudoanm inslusmeiu
wanu Ingludrunawmnmsuiananwsnnniinmassssausuwaoinuluanwrduadiy
wetyTue 33 dausnluanwinand (n f9 w) ugdunuwmiboifssuszaaninafuesauladas
snanwal 5 ananwol Ae MITURENWIIZIUNTALWTILN MarulaggzaInvainszugay 3Iuwnsol
anutas waznguan wingzuzdudagarie (w) usdunumihodssdesflaiunsiuninelide
1Y % d . { o o A a & 1 ° ' %
MewdyTusfiununiioiesau wiyuslng 10 MAduedusiulnignihauninszninmdysus
enadedautilvzuy WalianenaauvasnguTus Ing 44 aauaawunananwoinlglunisafuns
fevvasgUndysus ned 7 snanwsallasn 5 snansalusniduanansalidenunldlunseiuedey
vasyUndyruzludnsInandl daudn 2 dnanwaindesldivudy Aanslfidwdsawaznmufoaunsn
STGELEY
a o % > >3 A ) 1 a 1 v v 1o et Cd
mysssiauwdysucluonwswrmdiinllagisuouss liddasniiule uaswsuwdyoue
1 v v o Rt v v s 1 a &/ { o R L Q
Tnowuihddesniuusdsznmslumaosiray doaniiuainaiedunsausasndysu: 5 arfe
U, @, 0, 8 WAz @ A 1) MINNIYTUFAUNIN U, A, 7 17 sl unuwayTuenn 2) Masiwayus
& A % o = A o 8 a o
wninianien @ lUUzduiuwdymuawanuuds uaz 3) Mttt w Sadwissgdwiyousuny
wihoFssdaslunmanduresdwdsluliegamlouluansmwsmiauils e uaz 7 qualiauas
lildaglusaunaisazidu

AEIAT 1. Mg 2. WOTwE 3. anwe

1509mMEaT19758 3. YEimain@aUmans aneAaUmaashazingnmans YnIANENRUINEATENRAS INUUYATILNILEY
LA jaralvilai@yahoo.com N5 : 03 430 0481 - 4

118418
wning1dyAaling
Silpakom University
Journal

1171 39(5): 66-85, 2562



118418
NHTIng1avAaUns - o A4
sUj Silpakorn University 19 39 alun 5 (N.4. - 9.9, 2562)

Journal

The order of consonant symbols in Thai

M.L. Jaralvilai Charunrochana’

Abstract

There are 44 consonant symbols in Thai script. Among them, 34 are derived from the Old
Khmer script which is derived from Grantha, the south Indian Brahmi script. The other 10 consonants:
U, @, v, 3, 9, U, W, W, & and & were created by King Ramkhamhaeng to fit the Thai phonological
system at that time.

The Thai consonants that are derived from Brahmi script are arranged systematically in the
same order as in the original script. The first 33 consonant symbols in Bhrami (k to h) represent
consonant phonemes and their order can be explained using 5 phonetic features: complete closure
of articulators in the oral cavity, sonority, non-turbulent airflow in the vocal tract, place of articulators,
voicing, and aspiration. The last consonant symbol (W) represents just an allophone and, therefore,
is placed after all other symbols. The 10 newly created Thai consonant symbols were quite systematically
inserted among those derived consonants. After analyzing the order of the 44 Thai consonants, it was
found that the order can be explained using 7 phonetic features in which 5 of them are the aforementioned
ones used to explain the order of Bhrami script. The other 2 features are glottalization and friction.

The order of consonant symbols in Brahmi script is systematic without any exception but there
are some exceptions to the order of Thai consonant symbols, namely €, @, &, 8 and &. The exceptions
are (1) The fricative consonants &, @, and < are placed among stop ones, (2) The alveolar % is placed
among palatal consonants, and 3) The traditional allophone symbol % is not placed at the end of the
list as in Brahmi script which makes the positions of 8 and @ illogical in the alphabetical order, not in

the way they are supposed to be.

Keywords: 1. Thai 2. Consonants 3. Script
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