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Abstract

The objectives of this article are 1. to study two aspects of Isaan folklores: backgrounds to the folklores and
the plant motifs, and 2. to study the plant motif in Isaan folklores and their cultural meanings by using the descriptive
analysis. The primary texts of this research are four Isaan floklores: 1. Khulu and Nang-Ua, 2. Thao Khanthanam,
3. Phaya Khan Khak, and 4. Phra Lak Phra Lam. The findings can be divided into two aspects. In terms of the backgrounds
to the folklores, the study shows that Khulu and Nang Ua was written as a tragedy while Thao Khanthanam, Phaya
Khan Khak, and Phra Lak Phra Lam are similar to stories in the Jatakas tales and they suggest moral lessons as
well as some explanations about origins of places. In addition, the plant motifs in all the four selected folklores
play important roles in making the turning points of the stories, and this contributes to the denouement of the
stories. In terms of the connections between the plant motifs and their cultural meanings, the findings can be
divided into three concepts. Firstly, plants symbolize environment that overpowers human beings who believe in
anthropocentricism. Secondly, plants are the symbol of “the sky’s pillars,” which are mysterious and difficult to
understand. They are also the connection between the secular world and the sacred world. Thirdly, plants are the
symbol of religious beliefs. They suggest the noble truth or the four noble truths in Buddhism. These new findings
on plants are indicative of the powerful and mystic power of plants that is beyond human understanding and human
control. These results suggest that the folklores imply that humans should not take advantage of nature because

they will never overcome the nature.
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