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Promoting children’s moral development through creative art
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Abstract

This research used the beauty of the art from Wat Yai Suwannaram, Phetchaburi Province, as a medium for
children’s lessons. It was aimed to promote children’s moral development which focused on the 8 eight human
virtues—diligence, frugality, honesty, self-discipline, politeness, cleanliness, unity, and kindness. Based upon Jean
Piaget's theory, this study created enjoyable art activities for children and utilized them to encourage children to
apply basic artistic skills in a way that would promote children’s morality and ethics, along with the preservation of
a Thai artistic heritage of Wat Yai Suwannaram. This is both qualitative and quantitative research. The participants
of this study were 60 students aged from 6 to 8 years old from two schools. Each student spent one session for
each activity. Then the students’ creative outcomes were observed, along with questionnaires and interviews with
the students’ teachers. In the activities, children had to practice drawing, sculpturing, and painting by themselves.
This resulted in both the development of their artistic skills and their moral development. The project focused on
children’s hands-on activities, their ability to acquire knowledge and meanings of things, their interpersonal skills,
and their ability to express the artistic identity of Petchaburi Province. Those activities included, for example, stucco

work, painting, and architecture.

Keywords: 1. Learning media 2. 8 Virtues 3. Phetchaburi culture 4. Wat Yai Suwannaram, Phetchaburi
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