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Abstract

This research aimed to develop the singing and songwriting abilities of second-year undergraduate students
majoring in early childhood education, applying the musical concepts of Kodaly for preschool children. The study
population included 31 male and female second-year undergraduate students who majored in early childhood
education, Faculty of Education, Suan Dusit University, during the second semester of the 2019 academic year,
in the A1 class. The research tools were 1) activity development plans for enhancing the ability of singing and
composing music for preschoolers, 2) singing ability tests, and 3) songwriting ability tests. The research analysis
used mean (u) and standard deviation (O). The results showed an improvement in singing ability across 3 areas
after the experiment: 1) tone quality 2) pitch and rhythm, and 3) conveying emotions in songs. The mean score
for all 3 areas before the experiment was 1.99 (O = 0.78), indicating a moderate level. After the experiment, the
mean score increased to 2.96 (0 = 0.78), signifying a high level. In terms of students’ songwriting ability for
preschool children, improvements were observed in language and character usage, pitch and rhythm utilization,
and content and knowledge transfer according to the learning unit. The mean score for all 3 areas before the
experiment was 1.96 (O = 0.52), signifying a moderate level. After the experiment, the mean score increased to
2.85 (0 = 0.61), suggesting a high level. This research can be applied by early childhood teachers to foster music

skills in various areas when organizing activities for preschool children.
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