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Abstract

This research focuses on the Panan Pandanus as a key natural resource that underpins local wisdom and
sustains a way of life closely connected to pandanus-based cultural practices in southern Thailand. The study aims
to investigate and analyze the ways in which pandanus resources are utilized by pandanus weaving artisans in
the Baan Duhun community, located in Sikao District, Trang Province. A qualitative research approach employing
a case study design was adopted. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with twelve local artisans,
supported by a review of relevant documents. The findings are synthesized into four key aspects. First, pandanus
as the source of handicrafts: the community accesses pandanus resources from two main areas—the coastal
community forest and the inland community forest—yet no formal documentation or systematic records of resource
use have been established. Second, local wisdom in harvesting pandanus: artisans select leaves that are neither
too young nor overly mature and harvest them using a machete, cutting at the base of the clump. Third, ways of
life associated with harvesting: pandanus is typically harvested in the morning or late afternoon, with artisans
working in groups of at least two for mutual assistance. Fourth, resource conservation practices: although no
formal replanting system exists, the technique of cutting leaves without damaging the root system enables
pandanus plants to regenerate, allowing resources to be used sustainably in a cyclical manner. This study reveals
the value of the pandanus resources as an integral part of community life and demonstrates how their use
contributes to the formation of a cultural ecology that benefits people, animals, and the local landscape. These
interdependent relationships provide knowledge that can be further developed to add value to cultural products

and support the long-term economic sustainability of the community.
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