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Abstract

This qualitative research focuses on the implementation of Lesson Study in Lao PDR with two primary
objectives: 1) to analyze the approaches to Lesson Study implementation in Lao PDR from the past to the present
and 2) to analyze the challenges encountered during Lesson Study implementation in Lao PDR. The data were
collected by reviewing the literature related to implementing Lesson Study in Lao PDR and conducting group
discussions with Lesson Study teams from 8 Teacher Training Colleges (TTCs), consisting of 56 lecturers,
divided into 8 groups based on their Teacher Training College. The data were analyzed, and relationships in
various aspects were established, followed by a descriptive analysis. The results revealed that 1) Lesson Study
was implemented in two approaches. The first approach followed the steps outlined in the Lao PDR Lesson Study
Manual, emphasizing the analysis and evaluation of teachers’ teaching, similar to classroom action research.
The second approach followed the conceptual framework proposed by Maitree Inprasitha, where the context was
prepared before implementing Lesson Study. This approach focused on collaborative work among teachers, with
an emphasis on students’ learning processes, conducted continuously through weekly circles and 2) Lesson Study
teams faced various challenges, including difficulties in managing time, collaborating on lesson plans, creating
mathematic problem situations, and anticipating students’ ideas. Moreover, it was found that teachers lacked
Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK), faced budget constraints for implementing Lesson Study, and were
impacted by the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). As a result, the implementation of Lesson
Study in Lao PDR was continuous. The research findings provide valuable insights for improving the existing
Lesson Study manual of Lao PDR, making it more explicit in each step and aligning it with the original Japanese
Lesson Study implementation model. These results also offer guidance for effective Lesson Study implementation
by emphasizing the importance of context preparation, promoting collaborating learning among teachers, and

enhancing their understanding of student learning.
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